
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

26th January  

Third Sunday of Epiphany 

  

9.30am 

Holy Communion 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford 

 

11.15am 

Morning Worship 

Holy Trinity Church 

Newton St Loe 

 

4pm 

Telephone Service  

 

Collect 

God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release to the captives, 

and freedom to the oppressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people 

free to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen 



 

 

Readings 

Neh 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 

Luke 4:14-21 

 

 

Tuesday  

28th January   

 

7.30pm 

Prayer for Growth 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday 

29th January   

 

7.30pm 

Compline  

St Mary's Church 

Saltford  

 

 

 

Sunday 

2nd February  

Candlemas 

 

9.30am 

Morning Worship  

St Mary's Church Hall 

Saltford 

 

 4pm 

Telephone Service  



 

6pm 

Candlemas Service 

All Saints Church 

Corston 

Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. Amen 

 Readings 

Mal 3:1-5 

Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday  

4th February  

 

7.30pm 

Prayer for Growth  

St Mary's Church 

Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday 

5th February  

 

7.30pm 

Compline 

Holy Trinity Church 

Newton St Loe  

 

Dean’s letter 

  

Someone once asked the great Anglican monastic theologian Herbert Kelly this 

question: ‘How do we know what the will of God is?’ to which he famously answered, 

‘We don’t.  That’s the joke.’ 

 

Kelly is right: we can’t know precisely what God’s will is in a certain situation.  But we 

can open up opportunities for God to ‘come through’ our actions, and building 

community is a key way of doing this.  In any situation we can try and tune our lives a 

bit more to God.  And across our diocese our commitment to our communities is key 

to this. 

  

So, when we meet people, a simple smile shows the person before us we see them as 

a friend.  This is not to suggest ignorance or naivety.  We are not unaware of the 

limitations and imperfections of a person, but we are prepared to focus more deeply, 

to the depths of the heart in each person.  To seek out the goodness that only love and 

trust can bring to birth. 

  

As a Cistercian writer recently put it: ‘Let us welcome each person as Christ, because in 

all truth it is Christ whom we welcome. ‘You did this to me’ (Matthew 25). Let us look 

for the beloved face of Christ in each person, for each is his true face.’ 

  

But why start our focus on community, with those around us, and not God?  Good 

question.  Perhaps it is best explained by a lovely saying from the Desert Father, John 

the Dwarf: ‘You don’t build a house by starting with the roof and working down.  You 

start with the foundation.’ 

They said, ‘What does that mean?’ 



 

He said, ‘The foundation is our neighbour whom we must win.  The neighbour is 

where we start.  Every commandment of Christ depends on this.’ 

  

Toby Wright 

Dean of Wells 

  

 

 

 

Pause for Thought  

 

A recent survey showed that almost a quarter of 18-34 year-olds never answer their phones. 

Their reasons include not knowing what to say and not being able to see how the other person 

is responding to the conversation. 

Might some people find difficulty with prayer for the same reasons? 

If so, there is good news for them. 

I heard it repeated by a very wise woman in our congregation just a few days ago when she 

said that.. 

God hears the longings of our hearts. God knows and understands. 

This means that a whole conversation with God can take place without words, and God never 

misunderstands what we are saying. 

Thanks be to God! 

                                                      Ken Plant  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Wednesday Mornings Telephone Service 

 

Ken & Teresa invite you to join them at the weekly Telephone Service on Wednesdays 

at 9.30am. 

Please see below on how to join in or contact the Parish Office for help.  

All welcome  

 

Benefice Telephone Service 



 

To join our telephone service 

~~~~ 

Dial: 03330164757 

Room Number: 30497259# 

Room Number: 5856# 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Pray 

 

Morning Prayer 

 Monday to Wednesday via Zoom at 8.30am 

 

Prayer @ 6 

Monday to Thursday via Zoom at 6pm 

 

Zoom Meeting Details for Morning Prayer and Prayer@6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85017998147pwd=L0FWMnZENHIvZ3VxS3FOeWpaNXJWZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 850 1799 8147          Passcode: Prayer 

 

 

Supporting the Mission and Ministry of St Mary's Church 

If you would like to make an online donation to support the ongoing work of St Mary's please 

click on the donate button . It will redirect you to our online giving page. You can also give in 

other ways like standing order, through the contactless device in church, through our website 

or by cash. For more information about how to give, please speak to Pam F our treasurer and 

she will be able to help you. 

Donate  

 

 

https://stmaryssaltford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13bbc50575837c5ec2deb24b2&id=df4d276715&e=a5257afd12


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If you have cause for concern regarding the safety of a child or vulnerable adult it is vital 

that you contact our Benefice Safeguarding Officer. 

  

Benefice Safeguarding Officer  

Sue Dixon  

01225 359014 

smdstm31@gmail.com 

 

Contact Us 

 

Rector 

Revd Nigel Williams 

(Day off Friday) 



 

Rector@scnbenefice.org.uk 

07850 887498 

 

Administrator 

Liz Benden  

(Day off Friday) 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

(term time only) 

Tues - Thurs 9am-12pm 

01225 872275 

scnbenefice@gmail.com 

   

Readers 

(Lay Ministers) 

Teresa Austin   

07763 208664 

Robin Dixon 

01225 359014 

Ken Plant 

01225 872904 

 

Church Wardens 

 Norman (Saltford)  

01225 874591 

Ian (Saltford) 

01225 872275 

Julie (Corston)  

07983 910796 

David (Corston) 

01225 873887 

Harvey (Newton) 

07711 506676 

Matthew (Newton) 

07469 377438 
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