
 

 

 

 

 



 

St Mary's Church Saltford have a vacancy for a Church Warden. 

If this is a role you may be interested in, please speak to Nigel or contact the Parish Office 

for an informal chat. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

Sunday 

27th April  

Easter 2 

  

9.30am 

Holy Communion 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford 

 

11.15am 

Morning Worship 

(with Baptism) 

Holy Trinity Church 

Newton St Loe 

 

4pm 

Telephone Service  

 

Collect 



 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our 

hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice 

and peace, to the praise of God the Father. Amen 

 

Readings 

Acts 5:27-32 

John 20:19-end 

 

 

Tuesday  

29th April   

 

7.30pm 

Prayer for Growth 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday  

30th April   

 

7.30pm 

Compline 

Holy Trinity Church 

Newton St Loe  

 

Bishop’s letter – It’s sowing time! 

 

It’s sowing time! My greenhouse is currently full of seedlings pushing their way 

towards the light. Soon all this new life will be big enough to be planted out into the 

garden. Peas and courgettes, dahlias and zinnias; all ready to grow, blossom and be 

fruitful. 

 

It’s not only seedlings that grow. Churches do too! Just like all that’s happening in 

my greenhouse, this doesn’t happen by accident. Evidence shows that churches are 

most likely to grow when they plan and prepare for this to happen. Church growth is 

intentional.  



 

 

This article of Manna contains stories about how churches in our Diocese have 

planned for growth and of the fruit they’re seeing as a result. There’s no ‘one size 

fits all’ for how this has happened. Just as in our gardens, what grows in one place 

won’t necessarily thrive in another. 

 

Important as planning and preparing may be, these things aren’t the vital ingredient 

for growth. Growth comes when God is alive and at work within us and our 

churches. In his first letter to church he’s helped establish in Corinth, St Paul also 

uses a gardening metaphor to describe the growth he’s seeing. Paul says ‘I planted, 

Apollos [Paul’s co-worker] watered, but God gave the growth.’ (1 Cor 3:6). 

 

Without God’s input, any plans we have to grow our churches will be little more 

than strategy, our efforts like those of ants running frantically to and fro. This is why 

our prayer for growth is essential. Prayer invites God to give us wisdom about what 

to do. It opens our treasure stores to resource the plans we want to put in place. It 

asks God to go before us to touch the hearts and minds of those we’d like to reach. 

It invites God to bless and prosper the work we do. 

 

So be inspired! The accounts contained in this edition of Manna show what can 

happen when we ask God to grow our churches, offering God our prayer, our faith, 

our effort and our trust. 

 

Let the sowing time begin!                                                            

 

 

Pause for Thought 

 

Rejoice!  We have celebrated Easter and declared again, 

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 

We’ve journeyed through, and observed Lent, in various ways. 

We’ve heard and maybe sung the familiar seasonal hymns, including those referring to 

Good Friday, describing and attempting to explain in various ways, the events of the cross. 

On Easter Day the hymns have no explanations, but simply declare the glorious reality, 

“Christ is risen, Alleluia!” 

  

So now, after the busyness of Easter….what next? 

We will have heard what Easter has done for us, but might we ask what it has done to us? 

Isaac Watts, in what is arguably the best of Easter hymns, concludes with, 

“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my soul, my all.” 



 

What would it be like in practical terms to hand over all that we are (our whole being) to 

God, out of gratitude for his love to us? 

Could we do it ‘all in one go’, as it were? 

Could we intend to, all in one go? 

  

Jesus repeatedly said, 

“Follow me,” (.…do what I do, think as I think.) 

And He left us just one piece of guidance (His only commandment), 

“Love one another as I have loved you”. 

And also, He left us One to guide and enable us from within. 

He (the Good Shepherd) laid down His whole being for His sheep. He didn’t so much die for 

His sheep, but lived for them. His whole being was/is dedicated to the care of His sheep.      

                                                                                              Ken Plant          

                                                                      

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

Sunday 

4th May  

Easter 3 

  

9.30am 

Morning Worship 



 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford 

 

10am 

Corston APCM 

followed by 

11.15am 

Holy Communion 

All Saints Church 

Corston 

 

4pm 

Telephone Service  

  

Collect 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: strenghen us to 

proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, to the glory of God the 

Father. Amen 

 

Readings 

Acts 9:1-6,7-20 

John 21:1-19 

 

 

Tuesday 

6th May 

 

7.30pm 

Prayer for Growth 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford 

 

Wednesday 

7th May   

 

7.30pm 

Compline 



 

St Mary's Church 

Saltford 

 

 

 

Wednesday Mornings Telephone Service 

 

Ken & Teresa invite you to join them at the weekly Telephone Service on 

Wednesdays at 9.30am. 

Please see below on how to join in or contact the Parish Office for help.  

All welcome  

 

 

Benefice Telephone Service 

To join our telephone service 

~~~~ 

Dial: 03330164757 

Room Number: 30497259# 

Room Number: 5856# 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Pray 

 

Morning Prayer 

 Monday to Wednesday via Zoom at 8.30am 

 

Prayer @ 6 

Monday to Thursday via Zoom at 6pm 

 

Zoom Meeting Details for Morning Prayer and Prayer@6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85017998147pwd=L0FWMnZENHIvZ3VxS3FOeWpaNXJWZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 850 1799 8147          Passcode: Prayer 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Supporting the Mission and Ministry of St Mary's Church 

If you would like to make an online donation to support the ongoing work of St Mary's 

please click on the donate button . It will redirect you to our online giving page. You can also 

give in other ways like standing order, through the contactless device in church, through our 

website or by cash. For more information about how to give, please speak to Pam F our 

treasurer and she will be able to help you. 

Donate  

 

 

https://stmaryssaltford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13bbc50575837c5ec2deb24b2&id=49ccdf72f9&e=a5257afd12


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If you have cause for concern regarding the safety of a child or vulnerable adult it is 

vital that you contact our Benefice Safeguarding Officer. 

  

Benefice Safeguarding Officer  

Sue Dixon  

01225 359014 

smdstm31@gmail.com 

 

Contact Us 

 



 

Rector 

Revd Nigel Williams 

(Day off Friday) 

Rector@scnbenefice.org.uk 

07850 887498 

 

Administrator 

Liz Benden  

(Day off Friday) 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

(term time only) 

Tues - Thurs 9am-12pm 

01225 872275 

scnbenefice@gmail.com 

   

Readers 

(Lay Ministers) 

Teresa Austin   

07763 208664 

Robin Dixon 

01225 359014 

Ken Plant 

01225 872904 

 

Church Wardens 

 Norman (Saltford)  

01225 874591 

Ian (Saltford) 

01225 872275 

Julie (Corston)  

07983 910796 

David (Corston) 

01225 873887 

Harvey (Newton) 

07711 506676 

Matthew (Newton) 

07469 377438 
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