
  

 

  

Sunday 

8th February  

2nd Sunday before Lent 

  

8.45am Parish Breakfast 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

9.30am Connect 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

11.15am Holy Communion 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe 

 



 

4pm Church@4 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

4pm Telephone Service  

 

Collect 

Almighty God, give us reverence for all creation and respect for every person, that we may 

mirror your likeness in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Readings 

Gen 1:1-2:3 

Matt 6:25-end 

 

  



  

Generations growing in faith together 

  

Our extended family recently got together for a celebration. We were nine 

adults from 24-68, one toddler, and one dog, and it was glorious! The joy was 

simply in being together, whatever our age. 

 

I sometimes wonder what would happen in the life of our churches if we could 



 

adopt the same outlook there? Each generation glad that the other is there. 

Each generation contributing something to the whole. Each generation looking 

to the interests of the others, making sure there was something that spoke to 

the others even if not to them. 

 

The writer of the Chronicles records something you could miss if you weren’t 

looking for it. In 2 Chronicles 20, when Judah was facing attack from Ammon 

and Moab, King Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast and summoned the people. 

This is what it says in verse 13: 

 

 “All Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their 

children.” 

 

At a time of great peril, when the king was seeking the LORD, all generations 

came together to pray. 

 

We often think of intergenerational meaning us older ones passing on wisdom 

to the younger ones, and that’s certainly part of it. But a truly intergenerational 

family, which the church is, means all generations welcoming one another, 

valuing one another, learning from one another, and praying with and for one 

another. It’s not a one-way thing. 

 

Our younger generations are ambassadors from the future, with wisdom to give 

us about their culture, and how to share the timeless truths of the gospel with 

their peers.  They are leaders and learners, just as we all are. 

 

What might it look like across our diocese if we committed to making room for 

other generations? What might it look like if, like the people of God in ancient 

times, we came together in our year of especial focus on prayer - adults, young 

people, and little ones - and sought the power and wisdom of God together? I 

have a feeling we’d be surprised! 

 

By Fiona Gibson, who will become the Bishop of Taunton on 8 February 2026 

   



 

Tuesday 10th February   

 

7.30pm Prayer for Growth 

St Mary's Church, Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday 11th February   

 

7.30pm Compline 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe  

 

Pause for Thought 

  

Near the end of January, we saw yet another (unsympathetic) report in the 

media about a “Christian church” in London. 

Their webpage tells us that this church is part of an international, non-

denominational organization, (! oxymoron ?) Bible-based…. and led by a 

“powerhouse couple.”  

However, it doesn’t mention Jesus except on a subsidiary page. 

  

The news-coverage highlighted the experiences of new members being 

pressured, judged, isolated and guilt-tripped etc. Apparently, this was also the 

case in Dublin recently, too. 

This, their lived experience, was flatly contradicted on every point by the official 

responses from the leadership. 

 

Alarm bells? 

 

Aside from that, whenever we base our actions on printed words, we inevitably 

risk becoming rigid. That can, intentionally or not, influence our expectations of 

others. We risk (again maybe unintentionally) missing those situations where 

flexibility and compassion are needed. 

Jesus didn’t do that, did he? 

Jesus doesn’t do that. 

Mark tells us that he was angry and deeply distressed by those who did. (Mark 



 

3 vv1-6) 

  

Pause for thought? 

                                                                                                   Ken Plant 

   

 

Sunday 15th February  

Sunday next before Lent 

  

9.30am Holy Communion 

St Mary's Church, Saltford 

 

11.15am Family Service 

All Saints Church, Corston 

 

4pm Telephone Service 

 

6pm Evensong 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe 

 

   

Collect 

Holy God, you know the disorder of our sinful lives: set straight our crooked hearts. and 

bend our wills to love your goodness and your glory in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Readings 

Exod 24:12-end 

Matt 17:1-9 

 

 

Tuesday 17th February   

 

7.30pm Prayer for Growth 

St Mary's Church, Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday 18th February   

 

6pm Ash Wednesday Service 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe  

 



  

 

Wednesday Mornings Telephone Service 

 

Ken & Teresa invite you to join them at the weekly Telephone Service on 

Wednesdays at 9.30am. 

Please see below on how to join in or contact the Parish Office for help.  

All welcome  

 



 

Benefice Telephone Service 
To join our telephone service 

~~~~ 

Dial: 03330164757 

Room Number: 30497259# 

Room Number: 5856# 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Pray 

 

Morning Prayer 

 Monday, Wednesday & Friday via Zoom at 8.30am 

 

Prayer @ 6 

Monday to Thursday via Zoom at 6pm 

 

Zoom Meeting Details for Morning Prayer and Prayer@6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85017998147pwd=L0FWMnZENHIvZ3VxS3FOeWpaNXJWZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 850 1799 8147           

Passcode: Prayer 

 



  

 



  



  

 



  

 



  

  



  

 

If you would like any information about hiring St Mary's Hall, 

please contact The Parish Office. 

Thank you 

 



 

Supporting the Mission and Ministry of St Mary's Church 

If you would like to make an online donation to support the ongoing work of St 

Mary's please click on the donate button . It will redirect you to our online giving 

page. You can also give in other ways like standing order, through the 

contactless device in church, through our website or by cash. For more 

information about how to give, please speak to Pam F our treasurer and she 

will be able to help you. 

Donate  

 

 

 

Family Worker Vacancy - Keynsham Methodist Church 

   

Hours: 37.5 hours per week* 

Salary: £29,348 per annum  

  

The Keynsham Methodist Church is looking for 'a creative and passionate 

Family Worker who is excited to build family relationships across the church 

and community, with communication skills to support the congregation in 

developing existing and new work across the range of family opportunities for 

mission and outreach.  

  

The applicant should have relevant experience of developing family activities 

across the generations and in helping to support and grow volunteers and 

leaders, with a professional and flexible attitude to work, and the empathy to 

work in a faith environment.' 

   

For a copy of the application pack please email 

  office@keynshammethodistchurch.co.uk   

 

https://stmaryssaltford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13bbc50575837c5ec2deb24b2&id=f3ae667020&e=a5257afd12
mailto:office@keynshammethodistchurch.co.uk


  



  

 

Safeguarding 

 

If you have cause for concern regarding the safety of a child or vulnerable adult it is 

vital that you contact our Benefice Safeguarding Officer. 

  

Safeguarding Officer  

Jane George  

01225 872275 



 

safeguarding@stmsaltford.onmicrosoft.com 

 

Contact Us 

 

Rector 

Revd Nigel Williams 

(Day off Friday) 

07850 887498 

Rector@scnbenefice.org.uk 

 

Administrator 

Liz Benden  

(Day off Friday) 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

(term time only) 

Tues - Thurs 9am-12pm 

01225 872275 

scnbenefice@gmail.com 

   

Readers 

(Lay Ministers) 

Teresa Austin   

07763 208664 

Robin Dixon 

01225 359014 

Ken Plant 

01225 872904 

 

Church Wardens 

 Ian (Saltford) 

01225 872275 

Julie (Corston)  

07983 910796 

David (Corston) 

07703 398811 

Harvey (Newton) 

07711 506676 

Matthew (Newton) 

07469 377438 
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