
  

 

  



  

Sunday 8th March  

Lent 3 

8.45am Parish Breakfast 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

9.30am Connect 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

11.15am Holy Communion 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe 



 

 

4pm Church@4 

St Mary's Hall, Saltford 

 

4pm Telephone Service  

 

Collect 

Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, to give up what harms us, and to 

seek the perfection we are promised in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Readings 

Exod 17:1-7 

John 4:5-42 

 



  



  

 

 

Afternoon Lent Course in St Mary's Hall 

  

There is a 5 week Lent course on Tuesday's (1-2pm) in St Mary's Hall, Saltford. 

This is in addition to the Keynsham evening Lent talks. 

Please feel free to attend whichever event suits you best. 

All welcome. 



 

 

Tuesday 10th March   

7.30pm Prayers for Growth 

St Mary's Church, Saltford  

 

 

Wednesday 11th March   

9.30am Telephone Service 

 

7.30pm Compline 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe  

 

 

Pause for Thought 

  

Have you ever watched a guinea-pig or rabbit after they have been given new 

straw for their bedding? 

They don’t like it. It’s uncomfortable. It’s prickly. They set to work to mould it 

and shape it to their liking. 

Some do this all in one long, determined effort. Others keep coming back to it a 

bit at a time. 

  

Famously, Martin Luther called James’ letter in the New Testament, 

 “a right strawy epistle.” 

And it’s not hard to see why. 

We can’t say that we like it. Indeed, how often do we choose to read it? 

It’s uncomfortable and it’s prickly…..even thorny in places! 

  

James’ style itself is something we shouldn’t try to copy. It is of its time, but 

what he has to say is timeless. 

Also, some of the things that James seems to say are proved wrong by our 

experience, so there, too, we need to look behind the words to see what he is 

really saying to us, making it relevant for us today. 

[And that may not be the same as looking it up to see what someone else 

thinks he is saying!] 



 

  

We don’t have the option of treating James’ letter like the guinea-pig or rabbit 

treat their straw and mould it to our own liking do we. It’s there to play its part in 

moulding us into God’s liking and so making us a bit more like Jesus. 

  

James is definitely a good read for Lent! His style might be abrasive and harsh, 

but there’s 

SO much grace and encouragement there 

too.                                                                        

                                                                           Ken Plant 

   

 

 

Sunday 15th March  

Mothering Sunday 

  

9.30am Communion Celebration 

St Mary's Church, Saltford 

 

11.15am Family Service 

All Saints Church, Corston 

 

11.15am Celebration Service 

Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe 

 

4pm Telephone Service 

 

6pm Evensong 

St Mary's Church, Saltford 

  

Collect 

God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the 

days of our life: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Readings 

Exod 2:1-10 

Luke 2:33-35 

 



  

 

Tuesday 17th March   

 

7.30pm Prayers for Growth 

St Mary's Church, Saltford  

 



 

Wednesday 18th March   

 

9.30am Telephone Service 

 

7.30pm Compline 

St Mary's Church, Saltford  

 

 



  

 

Request for more Saltford Footbank Volunteers 

  

Saltford Foodbank Distribution Centre opened in July 2017. In the 8 years since 

then our volunteer numbers have gradually decreased due to some volunteers 



 

standing down due to ill health, hence we would like a few more volunteers to 

join our Teams. 

 

Our current need is:- 

  

Some fit volunteers who are free on some Thursdays to join a rota to be at St 

Mary’s Church Hall between 12-1.30 pm to assist in unloading heavy crates 

from the Foodbank warehouse van and putting the individual items into our 

storage cupboards. 

  

Some volunteers who are free on some Fridays to join a rota to be at St Mary’s 

Church Hall between 10-12pm to make up food parcels and issue them to the 

clients who come between 10.15-11.45am. 

  

If you are interested or would like more details, please contact Norman 

Osborne (the Volunteer Manager) via Liz in the Office, or contact him at church. 

  

 

 

Wednesday Mornings Telephone Service 

 

Ken & Teresa invite you to join them at the weekly Telephone Service on 

Wednesdays at 9.30am. 

Please see below on how to join in or contact the Parish Office for help.  

All welcome  

 

 

Benefice Telephone Service 

To join our telephone service 

~~~~ 

Dial: 03330164757 

Room Number: 30497259# 

Room Number: 5856# 

 



 

 

Opportunities to Pray 

 

Morning Prayer 

 Monday, Wednesday & Friday via Zoom at 8.30am 

 

Prayer @ 6 

Monday to Thursday via Zoom at 6pm 

 

Zoom Meeting Details for Morning Prayer and Prayer@6 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85017998147pwd=L0FWMnZENHIvZ3VxS3FOeWpaNXJWZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 850 1799 8147           

Passcode: Prayer 

 

 

Lost Property 

 

St Mary's Church has required quite a few items of lost 

property over the last couple of months. 

Please contact The Parish office if you have lost anything. 

Please note if these items have not been claimed by the end of March, 

they will be donated to charity. 

 

Thank you 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 



  

 



  

If you would like any information about hiring St Mary's Hall, 

please contact The Parish Office. 



 

Thank you 

 

 

Supporting the Mission and Ministry of St Mary's Church 

If you would like to make an online donation to support the ongoing work of St 

Mary's please click on the donate button . It will redirect you to our online giving 

page. You can also give in other ways like standing order, through the 

contactless device in church, through our website or by cash. For more 

information about how to give, please speak to Pam F our treasurer and she 

will be able to help you. 

Donate  

 

 

 

Mothers Prayers 

 

Mothers Prayers provides a safe, supportive and confidential environment 

where women can pray specifically for their own children (old or young), step-

children, grandchildren, godchildren, children we grieve for, indeed any child for 

whom we have 'a mother's heart'.  Together, we place them, and our love and 

concerns for them, into God's safe hands. Whether you go to church or not, you 

are welcome to join us. 

  

Dates for the 2026 Mothers Prayers events are as follows: 

 

Saturday 7th March at St Francis Church 

Saturday 18th April at Chocolate Quarter 

Saturday 30th May at St Johns Church 

Saturday 11th July at Victoria Methodist Church 

Saturday 22nd Aug at St Francis Church 

Saturday 3rd Oct at Keynsham Baptist Church 

Saturday 21st Nov at St John’s Church 

 

More details from Rachel Shaw rachrishaw@gmail.com or 07974412261 

https://stmaryssaltford.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13bbc50575837c5ec2deb24b2&id=fb8fbb5f5d&e=a5257afd12
mailto:rachrishaw@gmail.com


 

 

Lent Talks 

 

The Lent Talks will take place at the Keynsham Baptist Church on the following 

dates, from 7pm for refreshments, with a 7.30pm start. 

  

10 Mar: Luke Walton (Bible Society):  

“Love your Neighbour and the media” 

  

 17 Mar: Rev Aidan Watson (St John's): 

“Love your Neighbour and young people's ministry.” 

  

 24 Mar: Caroline Sadd (St Dunstan's): 

“Love your Neighbour and Easter” 

  

As in previous years the Church will be laid out in cafe style. 

  

All are welcome. 

 

Safeguarding 

 

If you have cause for concern regarding the safety of a child or vulnerable adult it is 

vital that you contact our Benefice Safeguarding Officer. 

  

Safeguarding Officer  

Jane George  

01225 872275 

safeguarding@stmsaltford.onmicrosoft.com 

 

Contact Us 

 

Rector 

Revd Nigel Williams 



 

(Day off Friday) 

07850 887498 

Rector@scnbenefice.org.uk 

 

Administrator 

Liz Benden  

(Day off Friday) 

Parish Office Opening Hours 

(term time only) 

Tues - Thurs 9am-12pm 

01225 872275 

scnbenefice@gmail.com 

   

Readers 

(Lay Ministers) 

Teresa Austin   

07763 208664 

Robin Dixon 

01225 359014 

Ken Plant 

01225 872904 

 

Church Wardens 

 Ian (Saltford) 

01225 872275 

Julie (Corston)  

07983 910796 

David (Corston) 

07703 398811 

Harvey (Newton) 

07711 506676 

Matthew (Newton) 

07469 377438 

 

 

Copyright © 2026 SCN Benefice 

 

Our mailing address is: 

SCN Benefice 



 

Queen Square 

Saltford, Bristol BS31 3EL 

Copyright Licences for SCNSL 

4154/202924/606477 

Streaming Licences for SCNSL  

174459/1781312/1747411  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


